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SOME SEALS IN THE GOUCHEK COLLECTION 

By Ira Maurice Price 
The University of Chicago 

During a tour of the lands of the Bible in 1909, Dr. John F. 
Goucher, former president of the Woman's College, Baltimore, 
collected many interesting specimens of antiquities. Among 
these remains of ancient civilizations are a few seals which he 
kindly put into the hands of the writer to examine and describe. 

These little specimens belong to widely different periods of 
history, and to different countries and civilizations. The uncer- 
tainty, too, of their provenance, leaves in doubt some of the ques- 
tions which are always asked by students of this class of material. 
Even with all the facts of their place and date of discovery before 
us, there are still many elements of conjecture which must remain 
so, until we have a larger mass of archaeological data on which to 
base a conclusion. The most elaborate and comprehensive descrip- 
tions of this class of antiquities cannot be regarded as final. 

Then, too, the cleverness of forgers of seals and similar speci- 
mens has puzzled at times even the expert, as seen in the disputes 
of scholars over the genuineness (or spuriousness) of the now 
famous Blau inscription. It is necessary to sound a note of warn- 
ing to every would-be purchaser of such antiquities, as a rule, not 
to purchase such material except on the advice of specialists and 
experts. For convenience in description I have numbered these 
seals. 

1. An early Babylonian cylinder of dark serpentine; wrought with a 
point; very distinct. Length 25 mm; diameter at end 15 mm. 

A divinity is seated on a backless throne or stool which stands on a 
platform, clothed with a cap, surmounted by horns, with a floimced skirt; 
the left arm is almost hidden in the folds of the garment, and the right 
hand is extended and holding some object. Immediately in front of the 
face there is a crescent, and resting in a frame on the floor a long jar or 
urn. Approaching this divinity, and erect, is another person dressed 
exactly like the seated one and apparently a divinity leading by the hand 
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a worshiper. This worshiper is clothed in a robe, fringed in front, wears 
a close-fitting turban and has a smooth face. The left hand is grasped 
by the goddess in front, and the right hand is held up in the attitude of 
adoration. 

The date is probably about 2500 b. c, about the Gudea period. 

The inscription of two lines reads: 

A-gA-NI-SU 
NITA NU-i5r I^INGIrDuN-GI(?) 

Alianisu, servant of Nur-Dungi 

Similar names combining the word Nur are frequent: Cf. Nu-ur ^Nin- 
gir-su, Nu-ur-i-li-su, Bu. 91-5-9, 704, 12; Nur-AN-UT (= Samas, AV 
6461); Cyr. 64, 1, Nur ^ Sin; Nu-tir ^Dun-gi, cf. ZA, XII, p. 338; Nur- 
^Euzu, etc. (Huber, Fersonennavien, p. 149) (due to D. D. L.). 

Similar seals and figures may be found in Cylinders and Other 
Ancient Oriental Seals in the Library of J, Pierpont Morgan, by 
William Hayes Ward, Nos. 52, 53, 54. 

2. A Babylonian cylinder of hemfitite; wrought with a point; beautiful 
specimen. Length 27 mm; diameter at end 10 mm. 

The seal carries on its surface two standing figures facing each other. 
The one in the short garment is the god Adad. He has upon his head a 
round, closely fitting cap, and wears a long beard. His left hand, folded 
up to his breast, seems to hold a rod or wand with two cross-bars at the 
end, and his right arm hangs by his side; he seems to hold something in 
this hand. On his left arm he has either a fringe, or is holding a sprig of 
laurel. Falling down in front and reaching almost to the ground is either 
the lower end of the laurel bough or a kind of sash. Facing him is his 
consort, the goddess Aa or Shala, with both hands upraised, with a 
headdress of an angular character, and a dress-skirt flounced from the 
waist down. Between the two very appropriately stands the thunder- 
bolt of Adad. 

The inscription of two lines reads: 

DINGIE GIS-UNU-GAL 
DINGIE MA-MI-TU 

The god Nergal 
The god(dess) Mamitu 

The seal bears the names, then, of the god Nergal, the god of pesti- 
lence, death, and the underworld, and of his consort Mamitu; and also in 
figures those of Adad, the thunder and storm god, and his consort Shala. 
The same two figures stand on No. 91 of Cylinders and Other Ancient 
Oriental Seals in the Library of J. Pierpont Morgan^ which Dr. W^ard 
puts at the probable date of 2000 to 1500 b. g. 
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3. A Babylonian cylinder of pink carnelian; wrought with a point; 
slightly barrel-shaped. Length 14 mm; diameter of end 7 mm. 

It carries on its surface three standing figures. One, a male figure, 
apparently nude, with arms akimbo, in the attitude of walking; on his 
head there seems to have been a pyramidal hat, but the top has disap- 
peared on the seal. Facing him is a somewhat shorter figure clothed 
down to the feet, and wearing a full round headdress. Behind this 
figure, facing in the same direction, is another personage, a bit taller, with 
dress down to the feet, and a taller headdress, and with both hands up- 
lifted in the attitude of adoration — perhaps the goddess Aa in her con- 
ventional attitude. Between the nude figure and the one approaching 
there is a small animal, perhaps a tortoise. Between the other two 
figures is a "libra" beneath, and quite overhead a vase, and between 
these two another small object. 

For similar seals, see Cylinders and Other Ancient Oriental Seals, 
etc., Nos. 63, 64, 65, and 66. 

A line of inscription reads : 

PASISU I^INGI^ su-bu-la 
The priest of the god Shubula 

The god Shubula is found in the inscriptions of the Cassite period. 
For example in Clay's BE, Vol. VIII, Part 1, p. 71, it appears in the 
name ^Kidinnu-^Shuhulal ; also in BE, Vol. XV, p. 55, it is found in 
the name ^Shubula-iddina ; cf. also ^Shu-bu-lal-^rish, Nbn. 1008:11. 

It belongs to the style of seals usually located at about 1500 b. c. 

4. A Babylonian cylinder of hematite; wrought with a point; consider- 
ably worn. Length 17 mm; diameter at the end 8 mm. 

It carries three erect figures. The principal one is clothed down to 
the feet, and has a conventional round headdress. The right arm is bent 
and held at the side and the left is extended; one leg is extended and the 
foot placed on an elevation like the conventional position of Shamash on 
early seals. In front and nearly on a level with his face is a crescent, and 
beneath the outstretched hand two holes — possible symbols of twenty. 
Two figures approach this probable divinity, each clothed with a con- 
ventional turban and a skirt reaching only to the knees. The foremost 
one lifts one hand in adoration, and holds the other akimbo. The second 
holds one arm akimbo, the other hanging by his side. Between the sec- 
ond and third figures and behind the third are two lines of writing as 
follows: 

%A-AN-DUG NITA SI-RU-UM-GIL-LA(l) 

Bandug, servant of Sirumgilla 
The seal belongs to a period about 1500 b. c. 
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5. A Babylonian cylinder of lapis lazuli; wrought with the point; in 
excellent condition. Cuttings not sharp. Length 15 mm; diameter 
at the end 6 mm. 

There are three standing figures. The one facing the other two has 
a turban with two small points on it. He has his right leg extended and 
bared, and the other covered with a ribbed skirt. His right arm is 
extended and so bent that it touches the face of the second personage. 
The left arm rests akimbo. The second person faces the first, has a 
ribbed skirt covering the lower half of the body. His left hand reaches 
out toward the first person, and the right arm is akimbo. The third per- 
son, behind the second, faces toward the first, has a ribbed skirt, with a 
full bust, and seems to hold up both hands together after the manner of 
the conventional Shala. 

There is a two-line inscription which has a very suspicious arrange- 
ment. 

6. A Babylonian cylinder of calcite crystal; wrought with a point. 
Length 22 mm; diameter of the end 15 mm. 

Two standing figures face each other. Each is clothed with a full- 
skirt robe reaching to the feet. The one on the right wears a belt. The 
waist of each is peculiar. Their headdress is a high turban. Each has 
one hand raised and extended toward the other. Below and between 
them is the so-called "libra," and above, within reach of their hands, is 
a vase. To the right are three lines of an archaic inscription, and then to 
the right of these a wide vacant field. For a similar representation, see 
Cylinders and Other Ancient Oriental Seals, etc., No. 72. 

7. A Syro-Egyptian cylinder of hematite; wrought with a wheel and 
point, and in good condition. Length 18 mm; diameter of the end 
8 mm. 

The main features of the cylinder are the two figures facing each 
other, sitting upon stools. They wear on their heads the " pshent '' with 
the uraeus. Their bodies are nude except the royal kilt fastened about 
the waist and conventionally thrust forward as they sit. Each holds out 
before him both hands supporting slender pyramidal objects, possibly 
loaves of bread. Above and between them is a star, doubtfully an object 
of worship. Below and between the knees is another object. Between 
the backs of the two sitting figures, above is an Egyptian vulture with 
wings outspread and beneath a sitting lion facing to the left with one 
paw uplifted. Behind the neck of the lion is another object, and under 
his paw a miniature symbol like that between the knees of the sitting 
figures. The cylinder possibly belongs to about 1400 b. c, when Egyptian 
influence was felt in Asia. It is neither Egyptian nor Syrian, but a 
hybrid piece of art whose date cannot be fixed. 
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8. A cylinder seal of a mottled brownish stone; wrought with a wheel, 
rather crude workmanship. Length 24 mm; diameter of the end 
11 mm. 

The cylinder carries two standing figures facing in opposite directions 
with a large open field between their backs. In the field between them 
facing each other we find an inscription of three lines in very archaic 
script. Each is clothed with a high hat and a flowing robe, reaching 
down to the feet. The figure on the left of the inscription has a fringed 
garment, and that on the right a plain one. The left figure holds up 
both hands in adoration and that on the right one hand, while the other 
is akimbo. 

9. An Assyrian cylinder of white carnelian ; wrought with a wheel and 
point. Length 21 mm; diameter at the end 11 mm. 

Contains two winged rampant horned griffins with backs toward each 
other and faces turned about toward each other. Between them stands a 
personage facing to the left, and grasping the griffin before him and the 
one behind him, each by an uplifted foot. This hero has a full headdress, 
long hair and beard, and is clothed to his feet, almost resembling figures 
of the fish-covered body. One leg is extended and bare from the knee 
down. Between the griffins at the top is a six-branched star (Shamash?), 
and between the personage and the griffin in front of him is a lozenge or 
diamond. This probably belongs between 700 and 500 b. o. 

10. An Egyptian lozenge-shaped seal of jasper; convex on both sides 
and pierced by a hole. It is 20 mm long; 18 mm in the widest part; 
and 6 mm thick in the middle. 

It is cut on one side only, and that with a cartouche of Thothmes III. 
It is excellent workmanship on a hard bit of material. On either side of 
the cartouche we see ornamental line drawing. 

11. An Egyptian scarab oval-shaped seal of jasper, oval on one side and 
flat on the dther, the inscription-bearing side, and perforated length- 
wise. Length 15 mm; width 10 mm; thickness in the middle 5 mm. 

The inscription bears the message: " Good lord, lord of the two lands:" 

12. A flattened conical Babylonian stamp of chalcedony, partially octago- 
nal, with beveled edges, and perforated near the top. 

The figures are those of a Babylonian personage, probably a king, 
standing with hand uplifted in adoration before the symbol of the god 
Marduk. It may have originated any time after Marduk became the 
chief god of Babylon about 2000 b. o. Cf . Cylinders and Other Ancient 
Oriental Seals, etc, Nos. 285 and 293. 
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13. A hemispherical seal of jasper, probably of Sassanian origin, with a 
palmette fringed about with a succession of fine lines. Perforated; 
10 mm in diameter, being flat on the engraved side. For a similar 
seal, see Menant, Glyptique Orientale, 2® Partie, PL X, No. 11. 

14. A barrel-shaped cylinder of banded agate; wrought with a point; 
well preserved. Length 20 mm; diameter of the end 9 mm. 

It carries on the surface two standing nude children facing toward 
the left. Each has on the head a close-fitting skull cap. Each lifts one 
hand in front, and holds the other akimbo. Between the two there is an 
inscription of six letters, and to the left of the second, what appears to be 
three initials. No intimation can be given as to its date. 



